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He was kind and wise. Everyone
was excited to meet him and
wanted to be ready when he came.
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Deep in the Friendly Forest,
ten animal friends were
invited to a party to
welcome the Forest King.
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The Ten
Lanterns

By Holly Cherie
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To Azadian, my son,
whose laughter lights up every room,
whose questions spark every story, and
whose love reminds me daily what it
means to be ready for Jesus. This book
is for you— a lantern glowing bright in
the forest of life.

“As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another,
as good stewards of varied grace...”
1 Peter 4:10





OEBPS/images/p0001.png





OEBPS/images/p0002.png





OEBPS/images/p0018.png
But by the time they finished, the
party had already begun and they
could not find the way. They could
only listen to the celebration
sounds that echoed from deep
within forest.
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The Foolish Friends called out
and the Forest King appeared and
answered, “I’m sorry, but you
weren’t ready.” They felt sad, but
not because they were left out.
They realized something
important.





OEBPS/images/p0016.png
But the Foolish Friends peeked
inside their lanterns-oh no! Their
fireflies had flown away. “Can we

borrow some?” they asked.
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The Wise Wanderers said gently,
“We only have enough for our
own lanterns. You’ll need to catch
more.” So the Foolish Friends
rushed off to find more fireflies.
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Then— “Hoo-hoo!” An owl soared
through the night sky calling to
all, “The Forest King is coming!”






OEBPS/images/p0015.png
The Wise Wanderers quickly
filled their lanterns with more
fireflies and lit the trail with joy.
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The other five were “Foolish
Friends.” They brought their
lanterns, but didn’t bring extra
fireflies. “We’ll be fine,” they said.
“The King will come soon!”
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So they waited. The stars
twinkled, the crickets sang, and
they grew sleepy.
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Each animal took a lantern to
light the path. But lanterns need
fireflies in them to make them

glow.





OEBPS/images/p0011.png
Five of the animals were
“Wise Wanderers.” They
packed extra jars of fireflies,
just in case the night got long.
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About The Author

Holly Cherie is a creative
entrepreneur, writer, and
designer with a heart for making
faith both practical and joyful. As
the founder of Azadian Designs,
she crafts various products with
a faith driven purpose to attract
attention to the gospel, spark
conversation and bring
awareness of Jesus into
everyday life.

She is also the visionary behind Little Truth Sprouts, a growing
hub for Christian content for kids. Through LittleTruthSprouts.com
and the Little Truth Sprouts YouTube channel, Holly aims to make
the Bible easily understood with the goal of planting seeds of truth
in young hearts.

Her projects include illustrated children’s storybooks that bring
biblical truths to life in playful, memorable ways, children's
worship songs, 30-day devotionals for women and kids that blends
scripture, prayer, and practical encouragement.

When she’s not writing or designing, Holly is a hands-on mom
who loves humor, wordplay, and turning ordinary moments into
opportunities for learning and encouragement. She lives in
Oakdale, California, where she continues to dream, create, and
steward her gifts to inspire both children and adults.
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Let’s Pray

Thank you Jesus for inviting me to be a part of
Your forever party. Help me to be wise and ready.
Not just with lanterns, but with love, faith, and
obedience. I want to follow You everyday and
shine brightly so when You come, my heart will be
glowing and I will be ready!

In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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Visit us at
LittleTruthSprouts.com
for new releases and more.

And find us on YouTube
for more fun. Just scan the
code below or search
LittleTruthSprouts

Cileads!
( wm& ) 3 YouTube
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Talk It Over

Let’s Remember the Story.
&Who came to the forest?
QWhat did the animals need to bring?
“F\(iWho packed extra fireflies?
\O ‘What happened when the King arri
. A What could the Foolish Friends
have done differently? i

// packed extra fireflies?
l@'(‘an you borrow someone else’s glow?
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Connecting the Story

Jesus told a story in Matthew 25:1-13 about ten
girls waiting for a celebration. They were called
bridesmaids and each one had a lamp to light the
way when the bridegroom came. Five of them
were wise and brought extra oil because they
didn’t know_how, longsthe'wait would be. The
other five were foolish and didn’t bring any extra.

‘When they bridegroom finally arrived, only the
wise girls were ready. Their lamps were still
glowing so they got to go into, the party. The
foolish girls missed out because they were not
prepared and could not borrow someone else’s
oil.

Jesus told this story to teach us something
important: He is coming back! And being ready for
Him is something each of us must do ourselves. We
can't borrow, someone else’s faith. We need to live;
every day with love, trust, and obedience so our
hearts are ready when~hé€ Comes. We won't get
another chance and we won't know when He is
coming back. Staying ready is important!

Matthew 25:13 Watch therefore, for you know
neither the day nor the hour.
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Being ready is more than showing
up. You have to be prepared like
the Wise Wanderers. You can’t
borrow anyone else’s glow. And if
you’re not ready, you won’t get to
attend the celebration.





